
RC&D areas were established in the Agriculture Act of 
1962 to provide a program that empowered rural peo-
ple to help themselves. The focus on local direction 
and control has made RC&D one of the most success-
ful rural development programs of the Federal Govern-
ment. 
The Jackson Purchase RC&D was authorized as an of-
ficial RC&D area in 1998 through an application to the 
USDA Secretary of Agriculture.  It is a nonprofit, non-
governmental organization serving the Kentucky 
counties of Ballard, Calloway, Carlisle, Fulton, Graves, 
Hickman, Marshall, and McCracken.  S p e c i f i c  areas 
of interest were established by the Board of Directors 
to focus the resources available and those provided by 
the United States Department of Agriculture, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service Resource Conserva-
tion and Development program. 
An authorized RC&D receives funding from the USDA 
through the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS). The NRCS provides for a full-time coordina-
tor to work with the Council to identify problems, es-
tablish goals and objectives, build strategies and im-
plement plans. They also provide for a part-time assis-
tant, office space, some equipment and supplies, and a 
government vehicle for the staff.  Other sources of 
funding and operating expenses come from applying 
for grants, private foundations, endowment funds, and 
sponsor or member dues. 
The Jackson Purchase RC&D is a non-profit, tax-
exempt organization and a 501(c)(3) entity by Internal 
Revenue Service determinations. This standing makes 
them eligible to secure grant funds from private foun-
dations and others, to receive private individual dona-
tions, to become holders of property, etc., as allowed 
by the by-laws. 
RC&D Councils are made up of volunteers, who want a 

better life for themselves, their children, and future 
generations.   Each RC&D Board operates independ-
ently, addressing the concerns and problems within 
their RC&D area. However, RC&Ds are more than 
willing to share ideas and information with other en-
tities for the betterment of their community. 
 
RC&Ds are not entities of government; therefore the 
usual policies and constraints of local, state, and 
federal government programs do not limit them in 
the kinds of issues they decide to address or how 
they decide to do it. Local people on the Council 
determine the types of concerns, projects and activi-
ties in which they will become involved.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anyone can get involved in the RC&D program. 
 
ANYONE...  
� who believes that one person can make a differ-

ence.  
� who wants to be involved in making things hap-

pen in their community, county, region or state.  
� who wants to see natural resources utilized with-

out adversely affecting the environment.  
� who wants to improve the quality of life in their 

community.  
 
Excerpts from “Ask Pat...What is RC&D?” webpage. 
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James McPherson Carlisle County Fiscal Court 
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 Mission and Goals 

Board of Directors 

M i s s i o n :  
We are dedicated to the wise use of our natural and human resources.  Our mission is to join with others 
to strengthen our community through measurable and sustainable means for the benefit of all. 

 
Eight areas of interest were established by the Board of Directors to focus the resources available and those 
provided by the United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service Resource 
Conservation and Development program. 
 
G o a l s: 

� Sustain our Natural Resources 
� Improve the Quality of Life 
� Enhance  Economic Vitality 

 
F i e l d s  o f  I n t e r e s t :  

� Natural Resource Conservation 
� Education and Recreation  
� Solid Waste & Recycling  
� Economic Enhancement 
� Transportation  
� Parks and Tourism 
� Public Safety and Security 
� Community Water Supply 
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The success of the RC&D Program could not be 
possible without the combined efforts of many 
groups, volunteers, and organizations that have the 
same goals rooted in environmental conservation 
efforts. 

The Jackson Purchase RC&D carries membership in 
the National Association of Resource Conservation 
and Development Councils (NARC&DC), the Ken-
tucky State Association of RC&D Councils, the 
Southeastern Association of RC&D Councils, the 
Kentucky Waterways Alliance, and the Cumberland 
River Compact. 

Partnerships reinforce the efforts of the team.  The 
RC&D works with organizations such as the Ken-
tucky Department of Agriculture, the Purchase Area 
Development District, the Kentucky Division of Wa-
ter, the Kentucky Waterways Alliance, the Kentucky 
Division of Conservation, the Paducah McCracken 
County Joint Sewer Agency, Murray State University 
Center for Environmental Education, the Owners As-
sociation of Pirates Cove, Inc., the Purchase Area 
Aquaculture Cooperative, the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority, and the Four Rivers Basin Team. 

Memberships, Partnerships, & Associations 

These joint efforts make RC&D an effective, progres-
sive program. 

Related websites: 

Kentucky Assocation of RC&D Councils 
www.kyrcd.org 
 
National Association of RC&D Councils 
www.rcdnet.org 
 
Purchase Area Development District 
www.purchaseadd.org 
 
Kentucky Department of Agriculture 
www.kyagr.com 
 
Kentucky Division of Water 
www.water.ky.gov 
 
Tennessee Valley Authority 
www.tva.gov 
 
Kentucky Division of Conservation 
www.conservation.ky.gov 
 
Joint Sewer Agency 
www.jointsewer.com 
 
Kentucky Waterways Alliance 
www.KWAlliance.org 



The following is an update of projects that the RC&D worked on throughout 2003.  Some projects were new 
last year and some continued from the previous year.  The continuing projects show how our area has come to 
rely on the assistance of the RC&D program to support the success of their programs. 

What happened in 2003? 

Clarks River Trail Project  This trails project is a 
partnership between the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s Clarks River Wildlife Refuge and the 
Marshall County Fiscal Court.  The Foundation 
assisted with grant development for the National 
Recreational Trails Program. In 2003, the project 
received a grant of $50,000 through the state ad-
ministrated federal Recreational Program. The 
project consists of an eight foot by 2,300 foot paved 
loop trail for pedestrians, bicyclists, slow moving 
vehicles, and wheelchairs; that joins with a six foot 
by 10,000 foot gravel trail for use by walkers, 
joggers, and bicyclists.  Both trails will have wildlife 
viewing stations along their paths.  The coordinators 
of this project  are Robert Strow, Rick Huffines, and 
Dianna Angle. 
  
Clean Boating Campaign  The Jackson Purchase 
RC&D partnered with TVA, the Kentucky Watershed 
Team, WKYQ radio, and the Ken-
tucky Waterways Alliance to pro-
mote clean boating.  The KWA 
provided a $500 grant to support 
Clean Boating Day event on June 
14 at Moors Marina.  Over 300 
boaters were personally contacted 
with the message to not put any-
thing in the water that you would-
n’t jump in with. This effort is combined with the 
National Clean Boating Campaign created and or-
ganized by the Marine Environmental Education 
Foundation.  The campaign’s goal is to minimize the 
impact on water quality from boating activities 
through a national outreach educational program.  
Their motto is Boating is good clean fun.  Let’s keep 
it that way. Billy Smith and Bob Wise are the con-
tacts. 

Agricultural Development Funds  In 2003, the 
Foundation  assisted five County Agricultural Devel-
opment Councils with the distribution of the To-
bacco Master Settlement Agreement funds distrib-
uted through the Kentucky Agricultural Development 
Fund to local producers. The Foundation adminis-
tered the following programs: 
 
� Ballard Ag Diversification 
� Ballard County Goat Diversification 
� Graves County Genetics 
� Hickman County Genetics 
� McCracken County Forage 
� McCracken County Genetics 
� McCracken County Goat Diversification 
� McCracken County Cattle Handling 
� McCracken County Hay, Straw & Commodity 

Storage 
 
The Foundation also assisted the four rivers counties 
with the Women in Agriculture Seminar. The Foun-
dation took on this roll to expedite the transfer of 
these funds to our local producers who are inter-
ested in the improvement  of the income potential 
for livestock and diversified agriculture as an alterna-
tive to tobacco production. For all counties, a total 
of $339,389 was received. 
 
Ballard County Environmental Studies  This is a 
20 acre area being used for an environmental educa-
tion site. The education facility on this site will instill 
in students a better understanding of environmental 
issues. This site was used for the joint Heath, Car-
lisle Co. and Ballard County 2003 Earth Day. Coor-
dinators are Judy Poole, Gwen Meriwether, and Mark 
Claxton. 
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Community Foundation of Western Kentucky’s 
UBS Fund Run for Charities  JPF assisted CFWK in 
their  Fund Run, sponsored by UBS which was created 
to help nonprofit organizations in Paducah and 
McCracken County grow endowment funds to serve 
their interests. The Fund Run took place on July 19, 
2003. $147,000 was raised by agencies for the 17 
charities participating, with CWFK matching 
$100,000. Tony Watkins is the coordinator of this 
annual event. 
 
ConAgra Fund for Youth Development This fund 
includes a program for pre-employment training, life 
skills, and leadership development for the youth in 
our community.  Youth DEAL, Inc. is the non-profit 
corporation formed to carry out the functions.  Men-
toring programs, leadership and employment training 
are program focuses of Youth DEAL, Inc.  The YD 
board meets monthly to receive requests for funds.  
The program was organized in 1999 through a gift 
from Seaboard Farms. Coordinator for this project is 
Jeanna Elliott. During 2003, the YD board made con-
tributions to: 
� 2003 4-H Teen Conference 

� Mayfield High School Prom bash 

� Graves Co. High School Project Graduation 

� Holiday Helpers with both school systems 

� Scholastic Scholarships 

� Mayfield/Graves Co. FBLA National Conference 

� Chamber of Commerce Youth Leadership Program 

� Toys for Tots 

   
Earth Day 2003 
was a successful 
educational event 
held May 16.  
Several corporate 
financial spon-
sors and the lo-
cal school sys-

tems contributed a total of $5,825 to teach students 
an understanding and appreciation of the environ-
ment.  Earth Day has become an annual event held at 
the Ballard County Environmental Studies site with 
more than 300 6th grade students participating. 

Four Rivers Basin Team  JPF, the Kentucky Division 
of Water and many others, partnered to form the 
Four Rivers Basin Team.  The Team addresses vari-
ous watershed issues and 
compiles information 
into reports available to 
the public and distrib-
uted to water resource 
management agencies to 
further assist in proper 
watershed management and water quality monitoring.  
In 2003 The Four Rivers Basin Team worked closely 
with the Four Rivers Watershed Watch, Pirates Cove, 
Clean Boating Day, and Storm Stenciling projects.  
Team members were also involved in the following 
activities: 

� Support and assistance to Red River Watershed 
Association 

� Assisted City of Mayfield in organizing Mayfield 
Creek H2O Team, a citizen committee working 
to help with Mayfield city stormwater problem 
awareness and help clean up Red Duck Creak 
and other streams I the Mayfield City area that 
affect Mayfield Creek. 

� Assisted McCracken County NRCS and Conser-
vation District in Developing a clean up project 
for Massac Creek. 

� Participated with Ohio River Valley Water Sanita-
tion Commision in promoting and conducting an 
Ohio River clean-up day. 

� Worked with the City of Murray to draft a 319 
project application for needs on Bee Creek, a 
tributary to Clarks River. 

� Met with US Army Corps of Engineers at Colum-
bus, KY to look at severe bluff erosion problems 
for possible COE project. 

� Organized and hosted two training sessions for 
319 grant applications in Paducah and Benton 

� Participated in first State Watershed Roundtable  

Coordinators are Robert Wise, Pamla Wood, and 
Rob Miller. 
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Four Rivers Watershed Watch The Watershed 
Watch program completed its fifth year.  It was origi-
nally started with the Kentucky Division of Water 
through outreach efforts to each section of the state 
to focus on community based stream assessment pro-
grams.  With the continued assistance of volunteer 
teams, this program conducts visual surveys and col-
lect water samples from various sites for lab analysis 
from streams and rivers in Western Kentucky.  A fall 
conference was held for networking purposes so that 
all volunteers could compare the results of their water 
testing and discuss future efforts for monitoring the 
clean up of any affected areas.  Coordinator for this 
project is Dr. Joe Baust and Ken Cooke. 

NARCDC List Server The partnership of the Jackson 
Purchase RC&D Foundation and the Ore-Cal RC&D 
in California shares the workload of setup, operation, 
technical support, and maintenance of internet list 
servers, email, file sharing and chat rooms availability.  
The agreement is to maintain the list server through 
Yahoogroups.com.. It began July 1, 2001 and will con-
tinue through April 2004  Coordinators for this pro-
ject are Robert Johnson and Jim Vancura. 
 
Obion Creek Stream Corridor Restoration Project 
The purpose of this project is to reduce sedimentation 
by restoring the stream channel dimensions, flow pat-
terns, and profile to those of the natural stream flow 
conditions. The five planned steps in this project are: 

� First, the evaluation of the stream corridor itself 
and the neighboring stream corridors to determine 
the most effective and cost efficient approach to 
restoring this section of Obion Creek. 

� Second, design of the channels and floodplain 
ponds. 

� Third, will be the actual earth moving and re-
vegetation in and along the floodplain. 

� Fourth, is the education/information component, 
where the University of Louisville, the Jackson Pur-
chase RC&D Foundation, and the Obion Creek Wa-
tershed Conservancy District will conduct one field 
day and two stream restoration workshops. 

� Fifth, evaluation of the stream characteristics and 
sedimentation after project work completion. 

I n 

2003, the first two steps were completed as well as 
90% of the earth moving. The final 10% of the earth 
moving and revegetation will take place in 2004 along 
with the educational/information component. Coordi-
nators are Dr. Art Parola, Charles McIntire, Debbie 
Hinton, Randy Deweese and Dwain Abell.  
 
Pirates Cove Cluster System Sewage Disposal 
Demonstration The construction of a cluster sewage 
system in Pirates Cove along Kentucky Lake includes 
170 residences.  This demonstration and education 
project will be the first such project located in west-
ern Kentucky and will serve as an excellent learning 
tool for septic system installers and homeowners.  The 
Jackson Purchase RC&D, Marshall County Health De-
partment, Tennessee Valley Authority, and the Own-
ers Association of Pirates Cove are partners in this 
endeavor.  Land surveying and Design work is com-
pleted.  In 2003, a lagoon system was constructed. 
Project completion is expected to be in 2004.  Coor-
dinators for this project are Jim Siress and Bob Wise. 
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Four Rivers Watershed Watch Volunteers look on as 
Billy Smith with TVA presenting Dr. Joe Boust with a 
check at the 2003 fall conference held at Barkley State 
Park Main Lodge on November 20 



Prescribed Grazing Project  The purpose of this 
project is to demonstrate techniques for intensive 
rotational grazing to foster the concept and ideas of 
ecosystem-based planning assistance. Best Manage-
ment Practices will be installed on the demonstration 
farm to facilitate the Prescribed Grazing System. Dis-
plays, videos, field tours and other information items 
will be developed to market the public benefits asso-
ciated with the implementation of a Prescribed Graz-
ing Plan. This project began in September 2003 and 
is being implemented according to a conservation 
plan developed by NRCS and Jackson Purchase 
RC&D, along with the Freddie Kimbell Farm. Coordi-
nator for this project is Charles McIntire. 

Storm Drain Stenciling  The purpose of this project 
is to create public awareness of the need to keep pol-
lution from entering the storm drains which endan-
gers the public water supply. Drains are stenciled 
with a notice dump no waste, flows to river. In 2003, 
storm drains were stenciled in Mayfield on May 17 
and again on October 27. This effort was coordinated 
by the Mayfield H2O Team, a citizen team formed to 
work with the City of Mayfield on stormwater prob-
lems awareness. Kathy Jones, Tina Schlosser, and 
Brad Rogers were coordinators.   

The City of Murray also sponsored the storm drain 
stenciling project in 2003. The project was done on 
October 17 and October 18 by Cub Scout Pack 57 
(Robertson Elementary) which was part of a Scout 

project called 
S c o u t - O -
Rama. The 
Scouts had 
booth that 
c o n t a i n e d 
maps that 
showed how 
contaminants 

can travel from the their location to the nearest 
stream all the way to the Gulf of Mexico, information 
on local problems, and how to reduce NPS pollution.  
Coordinators were Don Elias and Kenny Jackson. 
 
Youth Ag Day  In 2003, 4th graders in Marshall 
County participated in Youth Ag Day where they 
learned about different forms of agriculture. The stu-

dents traveled to different locations where they 
learned about 
tobacco, grain, 
soy bean, live-
stock, bee, and 
dairy produc-
tion as well as 
pest manage-
ment.  The 
National Re-
source Con-
servation Service,  Marshall County Extension Agency, 
Marshall County Conservation District, Farm Service 
Agency, Marshall County Co-op and the Young Farm-
ers Association were involved in this yearly event. Mi-
chelle York  with the conservation district office was 
coordinator. 
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Contributors and Grantors for 2003 
 

Ballard County 4H 
Ballard County Conservation District 

Bardwell Bank 
Bechtel-Jacobs, LLC 

CDM Federal 
Carlisle County Conservation District 

ConAgra Poultry of Kentucky 
Heath Middle School 

Kentucky Waterways Alliance 
KY Agricultural Development Board 

KY Division of Water 
MeadWestvaco 

National Assoc. of RC&D Councils 
Paducah-McCracken Joint Sewer Agency 

Purchase Area Development District 
SAIC 

Summit Engineering 
Tennessee Valley Authority 

TetraTech, Inc. 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 

US Environmental Protection Agency 
Virginia Environmental Endowment 

Walmart 



Beginning Balance January 1, 2003  $298,757.93 

Income   

Donations $300.00  

Member Sponsorship $2,600.00  

USDA In-Kind Contributions $100,253.74  

Other In-Kind Contributions $62,524.00  

Interest $2,231.98  

Net Unrestricted Income $167,909.72  

Fund Increases   

ConAgra Fund for Youth Development $20,000.00  

Project Income   

Agricultural Development Funds $339,389.00  

CFWK Fund Run $216.30  

Clean Boating Campaign $500.00  

Earth Day 2003 $5,825.00  

Four Rivers Basin Team $28,948.21  

Four Rivers Watershed Watch $5,700.00  

Fulton County Women in Agriculture $501.00  

KYARC&DC/NRCS Administration Grant $1,050.00  

Mayfield H2O Team $121,00  

NARCDC List Server $3,150.00  

    Pirates Cove $24,636.20  

Prescribed Grazing $6,163.00  

Youth Ag. Day $500.00  

Net Restricted Income $436,699.71  

Total Income  $604,609.43 

Total Available  $903,367.36 

2003 Financial Summary (Income) 
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2003 Financial Summary (Expenses) 
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Administrative Expenses   

Association Dues $785.00  

Meeting Expenses  $1,580.87  

Miscellaneous $510.00  

Office Operations $2,495.69  

Foundation Management (In-Kind Contributions) $12,030.45  

Administrative (In-Kind Contributions) $6,015.00  

Travel $660.57  

Insurance $1,380.00  

Legal/Accounting $1,274.00  

Personnel $1,440,00  

Fund Disbursements   

ConAgra Fund for Youth Development $10,000.00  

Project Expenses   

Agricultural Development Funds $47,341.85  

CFWK Fund Run $216.30  

Clean Boating Campaign $500.00  

Earth Day 2003 $3,711.71  

Fulton County Women in Agriculture $501.00  

Four Rivers Basin Team 23,280.12  

Four Rivers Watershed Watch $4,584.78  

NARCDC List Server $1,575.00  

Obion Creek Stream Restoration $26,122.90  

Pirates Cove $54,991.00  

Prescribed Grazing $8,479.60  

Youth Ag. Day $500.00  

Grant Development/Management (In-Kind Contributions) $82,208.29  

Program Services (In-Kind Contributions) $62,524.00  

Total Expenses $354,708.13  

Ending Balance December 31, 2003  $548,659.23 



1) Sustain our Natural Resources 
 
Ballard County Environmental Studies This is a 20 
acre area being used for an environmental education 
site.  Plans to develop an education facility on this 
site will instill in students a better understanding of 
environmental issues.  Construction has begun on 
the facility and improvements will continue to be 
made in 2004. 
 
Clarks River Trail Project  This trails project is a 
partnership between the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s Clarks River Wildlife Refuge and the 
Marshall County Fiscal Court.  The Foundation 
assisted with grant development for the National 
Recreational Trails Program and will assist with 
project coordination this year.  The project consists 
of an eight foot by 2,300 foot paved loop trail for 
pedestrians, bicyclists, slow moving vehicles, and 
wheelchairs; that joins with a six foot by 10,000 foot 
gravel trail for use by walkers, joggers, and 
bicyclists.  Both trails will have wildlife viewing 
stations along their paths.  The paved trail will be 
asphalt laid over compacted Dense Grade Aggregate 
(DGA).  The gravel portion of the trail will be 
compacted Dense Grade Aggregate laid as a base 
with quarry fines spread as a topping to assure 
smoothness for bike riders.  The width will be six 
feet to accommodate two-way traffic.  Along the trail 
will be four kiosks displaying trail and Refuge 
information.  Two will be located at the beginning of 
the paved trail and two will be on the gravel trail.  
The trail will have five wildlife viewing stations 
(blinds) and an observation tower.  The blinds will 
be located along both trails, separated with enough 
distance to reduce disturbance from multiple use.  
They will be wheelchair accessible.  One wildlife ob-
servation tower will be located along the paved trail.  
It will be a raised, wheelchair accessible platform.  
The site of the tower will allow those unable to walk 

the longer distances, the ability to see a large por-
tion of the Refuge from one central location.  The 
trail and Refuge information kiosks, wildlife viewing 
stations, and observation tower will all be con-
structed by county labor. Construction will begin in 
2004. 
 
Clean Boating Campaign is part of a nation-wide 
campaign created to encour-
age boaters to protect water 
quality.  The campaign edu-
cates boaters about the 
availability of boat sewage 
pump out stations and how 
to properly use them.  The 
effort also teaches about safe 
handling of fuels around wa-
ter.  This will be the fourth 
year the Foundation has 
partnered with the Tennessee Valley Authority and 
the Kentucky Waterways Alliance and Moor’s Resort 
to promote this environmentally conscious project. 
 
Earth Day 2004 is a combined effort of the teachers 
at Ballard County, Carlisle County and Heath (in 
McCracken County) middle schools, several state 
agencies and the local corporate sponsors. On Earth 
Day 2004, an estimated 350 sixth grade students will 
spend the day 
participating in 
a variety of ac-
tivities all de-
signed to in-
crease an un-
derstanding and 
appreciation of 
the environ-
ment.  Several 
corporate financial sponsors and the local school 
systems contribute annually to the Earth Day educa-
tional event. 

What is planned for 2004 
 
The following projects are  categorized by the goals of the Jackson Purchase RC&D Foundation which are 
to: 1) Sustain our natural resources, 2) Improve the quality of Life, 3) Enhance economic vitality. 
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Four Rivers Basin Team This year the team looks 
forward to working with the H2O Team in Mayfield as 
they identify problems and search for solutions to 
their water quality concerns.  The Team will work with 
the City of Murray as it addresses the nonpoint source 
water quality issues on Bee Creek.  Other priorities 
are Clarks River, Red River, and Bayou De Chien.  
The Team will assist the McCracken County Conser-
vation District and Kentucky Department of Highways 
with stream stabilization on Massac Creek.  The 4RBT 
will continue to work with TVA and others in Pirates 
Cove, Bee Springs Bank Stabilization, Ohio River 
Sweep, Storm Drain Stenciling, and the Clean Boating 
Day. 
 
Four Rivers Watershed Watch is beginning its sixth 
year.  The program has already received $39,015  from 
both Tennessee Valley Authority, Wal-Mart Founda-
tion, and the Virginia Environmental Endowment to 
continue this community based stream assessment 
program.  Visual surveys and water sample collections 
from various sites in western Kentucky are conducted 
by a group of volunteers.  Water testing results and 
future efforts for monitoring the clean up of any af-

fected areas are compared at an annual conference.  
This year we expect to sample 60 stream and lake site.  
New this year will be the addition of 30 well sites to 
be sampled. 
 
Obion Creek Stream Corridor Restoration Project 
The purpose of this project is to reduce sedimentation 
and bottomland hardwood loss by restoring the 

stream channel dimensions, flow patterns, and profile 
to those of the natural stream flow conditions.  The 
University of Louisville has designed alternatives to 
restore this stream to a more natural flow. Ninety Per-
cent of the earth moving took place in 2003. The final 
10% of the earth moving and revegetation will take 
place in 2004 along with the educational/information 
component.  

Pirates Cove Cluster Sewage System is a demon-
stration and education project located in Pirates Cove 
along Kentucky Lake.  It will serve as an excellent 
learning tool for both septic system installers and 
homeowners.  This is a combined effort of the JPF, 
Four Rivers Basin Team, Marshall County Health De-
partment, Tennessee Valley Authority, KY Division of 
Water, and the Homeowners Association of Pirates 
Cove.  Great strides have been made in construction 
efforts and toward installation of the system.  In 2003, 
a lagoon system was constructed. Pump stations will 
be installed as well as pipelines where the homeown-
ers will be able to connect with the system. Project 
completion is expected to be in 2004. 
 
Pirates Cove Homeowners Fund is the combined 
monetary fund of the Homeowners Association of Pi-
rates Cove.  The fund currently holds $47,910.  The 
75 homeowners contribute to this effort which is de-
signed to support the sewage system in the future. 
 
Precision Agriculture BMP Technology Transfer 
The Foundation is seeking funding from 319(h) Non-
point Source Pollution Control Grants to assist farm-
ers in implementing Precision Agriculture. Precision 
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Agriculture is a process where farmers apply the re-
quired soil 
amendments 
and pesticides 
according to 
the need and 
potential pro-
duction of 
each acre in-
stead of ap-
plying these 
on the average 

for the field. The Foundation will establish a cost-
share program in all eight counties of the Jackson Pur-
chase to encourage grain farmers to purchase the nec-
essary GPS (Global Position System) and accessories 
and sign up with technical service providers for data 
analysis and develop integrated crop management for 
their entire operations. The farmers benefit by reduc-
ing costly inputs such as fertilizers and the environ-
ment benefits by the reduction in the amounts of po-
tential chemicals runoff. The total cost of the program 
is expected to be $667,500. 

 
 
Storm Drain Stenciling   The purpose of this project 
is to create public awareness of the need to keep pol-
lution from entering the storm drains which endangers 
the public water supply. Drains are stenciled with a 
notice of pollution hazard from dumping substances 
into the drains.  The Cities of Mayfield and Murray 
participated in 2003 and plan to continue the program 
in 2004 as well as the City of Paducah. 

 

 
2)  Improve the Quality of Life 
 
All of the foundation’s projects  mentioned in the 
2004 plan of work meet this goal. 
 
NARCDC List Server Partnering with the Ore-Cal 
RC&D in Northern California, 
the JPF shares the workload of 
operation, technical support, 
and maintenance of internet list 
servers, email, file sharing, and 
chat rooms availability through 
Yahoogroups.com.  This agree-
ment runs through April, 2004. 
 
Pilgrim’s Pride Fund for Youth Development This 
fund includes a program for pre-employment training, 
life skills, and leadership development for the youth in 
our community.  Youth DEAL, Inc. is the non-profit 
corporation formed to carry out the functions.  Men-
toring programs, leadership and employment training 
are program focuses of Youth DEAL, Inc.  The YD 
board meets monthly to receive requests for funds.   
The program was organized in 1999 through a gift 
from Seaboard Farms.  During 2003, the board made 
contributions to a 4-H Teen Conference, Mayfield 
Prom Bash, Graves Co. High School Project Gradua-
tion, Holiday Helpers with both school systems, 
scholarship programs, Mayfield/Graves Co. FBLA Na-
tional Conference Attendance, Chamber of Commerce 
Youth Leadership Program, and Toys for Tots.  Coor-
dinators for this project are Jeanna Elliott. 
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Youth DEAL, Inc. A gift from Seaboard Farms 
helped establish the ConAgra Fund for Youth Devel-
opment.  It is governed by a volunteer board, Youth 
DEAL, Inc.,  that reviews requests for funds to sup-
port mentoring  and leadership programs, and life 
skills and employment training for youth in our ser-
vice area.  Of each yearly contribution, half is used to 
support local programs.  The volunteer board dis-
tributes these funds.   The remaining half is entered 
into an endowment fund to support future youth pro-
grams and ensure perpetuity of the ConAgra Fund 
for Youth Development.  This is a 15 year endowment 
fund that began in 1999. 
 

3)  Enhance Economic Vitality 
 
Agricultural Development Funds  The Foundation 
will assist four County Agricultural Development 
Councils with the distribution of Tobacco Master 
Settlement Agreement funds distributed through the 
Kentucky Agricultural Development Fund to local 
producers. The Foundation took on this roll to expe-
dite the transfer of these funds to our local produc-
ers that are interested in the improvement of the in-
come potential for livestock and diversified agricul-
ture as an alternative to tobacco production. The 
following programs are being implemented in 2004: 
 
� Ballard County Diversification 

� Ballard County Goat Diversification 

� Ballard County Hay, Straw & Commodity Storage 

� Graves County Diversification 

� Graves County Forage 

� Graves County Genetics 

� Graves County Goat Diversification 

� Graves County Cattle Handling 

� Graves County Precision Agriculture 

� Hickman County Genetics 

� Hickman County  Diversification 

� McCracken County Diversification 

� McCracken County Forage 

� McCracken County Genetics 

� McCracken County Goat Diversification 

� McCracken County Cattle Handling 

� McCracken County Precision Agriculture 

� McCracken County Hay, Straw & Commodity 
Storage 

 
Aquaculture Revolving Loan Fund This loan fund 
was established to provide monetary assistance to 
entities interested in aquaculture ventures to supple-
ment for the hard-hit tobacco industry.  As the fund 
is repaid, it is again loaned to additional entrepre-
neurs.  Currently all funds are loaned out with repay-
ment expected in the near future. 
 
Prescribed Grazing Project  The purpose of this 
project is to demonstrate techniques for intensive 
rotational grazing to foster the concept and ideas of 
ecosystem-based planning assistance. Best Manage-

ment Practices will be 
installed on the dem-
onstration farm to 
facilitate the Pre-
scribed Grazing Sys-
tem. Displays, videos, 
field tours and other 
information items will 
be developed to mar-

ket the public benefits associated with the implemen-
tation of a Prescribed Grazing Plan. This project be-
gan in September 2003 and is being implemented 
according to a conservation plan developed by NRCS 
and Jackson Purchase RC&D, along with the Freddie 
Kimbell Farm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAGE 13 2004 PLAN OF WORK 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

2004 PLAN OF WORK PAGE 14 

2004 Proposed Budget 
Income   

Member Sponsorship $2,600  

Interest & Investments $2,000  

In-Kind Contributions (USDA) $105,000  

Other In-Kind Contributions $240,000  

Project Income   

Ag Development Funds $100,000  

ConAgra Youth DEAL $20,000  

Four Rivers Basin Team $27,500  

Earth Day $5,000  

Four Rivers Watershed Watch $8,000  

NRCS Administrative Grant $10,000  

Pirates Cove Cluster Septic System  $100,000  

Precision Agriculture BMP Technology Transfer $200,000  

Prescribed Grazing Project $8,000  

Total Income  $828,100 

Total Carry-over  $221,400 

Total Available  $1,049,500 

Expenses   

Administration $8,800  

Office Operations $2,000  

Personnel $11,000  

Project Expenses   

Ag Development Funds $300,000  

ConAgra Youth DEAL $10,000  

Four Rivers Basin Team $26,000  

Earth Day $4,000  

Four Rivers Watershed Watch $5,000  

Pirates Cove Cluster Septic System  $100,000  

Memberships $700  

Management/Administrative In-Kind Expenses $105,000  

Project In-Kind Expenses $240,000  

Total Expenses  $812,500 
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Background. During the fall of 1994 a steering committee was formed to investigate the possibility of 
forming a Resource Conservation and Development Area in the eight western most counties in Kentucky.  The 
committee with assistance from the Soil Conservation Service and the Lower Mississippi Delta Development 
Center organized working sessions of the interested parties.  After only three meetings the consensus was to 
proceed with the official organizational activities.  Thus the Non-Profit Non-Stock Corporation was formed 
December 2, 1994.  The initial Board of Directors was established and they determined to apply to the Internal 
Revenue Service for nonprofit community foundation status.  This status, 501(c)(3), was awarded by the IRS in 
April of 1995.  Project activities began when the United States Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (formerly the Soil Conservation Service) assigned a RC&D Coordinator to assist the 
Foundation in its natural resource conservation efforts and rural development activities in October of 1995. 
 
In 1996, several projects were completed as the 1996 Annual Report and Plan of Work described.  The Applica-
tion to the Secretary of Agriculture for authorization as an official RC&D area was passed over when 13 new 
areas received authorization in October 1996.  No authorizations were made in 1997.  Project work continued 
with the support of the Kentucky State Conservationist for the Natural Resources Conservation Service funding 
the Coordinator from Conservation Operations funds.  The Board of Directors stepped up its efforts seeking 
authorization from the Secretary of Agriculture. 
 
The Jackson Purchase received authorization from the Secretary of Agriculture March 17th, 1998.  Partial fund-
ing will now be from the Federal RC&D budget.  This funding will provide equipment, training, supplies, 
phones, office, and one and one-half staff positions toward the mission of the Board of Directors. 

The RC&D Program of USDA Nondiscrimination Statement 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. 
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communica-
tion of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD).  
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th 
and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal 
opportunity  provider and employer." 



Copyright waved if source credit is given and the Foundation is acknowledged.    
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All contributions are fully tax deductible according to the Internal Revenue Code.  
The Foundation�s Board of Directors appreciates all those that contributed their time, 
services, products, and financial resources.  Without the help of our community the 
Foundation�s work will continue to be successful.  

Jackson Purchase 
 Resource Conservation and Development 

 Foundation, Inc. 
2715 Olivet Church Road 

Paducah, KY  42066 
Phone  270.534.4819 x112 

Fax  270.554.5702 
www.jpf.org 


